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Remarks 



Claims 1-22 remain pending in the application. No amendments thereto are submitted 
herewith. Reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested in view of the following 
remarks. 

The Office Action rejected the claims on two grounds. The first ground was lack of 
written description under 35 USC § 1 12, first paragraph. The second ground was anticipation 
under 35 USC § 102(e) by U.S. Patent 6,015,214 (Heenan et ah). 

Written Description 

In the Submission of Jan. 21, 2005, in response to an earlier Written Description 
rejection, the undersigned provided a detailed explanation of how the application teaches 
"rectangular cube corner elements" at least in connection with the cube corner elements of FIG. 
9, where each cube comer element has a "left", "right 5 \ "top", and "bottom" boundary or border. 
In particular, the Submission explained how the specification teaches embodiments wherein: 

(a) the left and right borders are parallel to each other, 

(b) the top and bottom borders are parallel to each other; and 

(c) the top and bottom borders are perpendicular to the left and right borders. 

The Submission further stated u the top/bottom borders can have a dimension that is different 
than that of the left/right borders", and showed where the specification provides support for this 
additional feature in the recitation of "different ranges" for groove vertices compared to lamina 
thickness. 

The most recent Office Action found the argument unconvincing because "the teaching of 
the different ranges given for the spacing of groove vertices 33 does not suggest the cube corner 
elements has [sic] a rectangular shape." We interpret this to mean that the Examiner is 
unconvinced that the specification teaches that the top/bottom borders have a different dimension 
than the left/right borders. 
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In hindsight, it was unnecessary for the Submission to discuss the additional feature (i.e., 
that the top/bottom borders have a different dimension than the left/right borders). Whether or 
not this additional feature exists is irrelevant to the essential requirements of a rectangle, which 
requirements are set forth in items (a)-(c) above, the support for which has not been challenged in 
the Office Action. The requirements of items (a)-(c), without more, are consistent with the 
following ordinary definitions for rectangle: 

rectangle (n). A parallelogram with a right angle. 
The American Heritage Dictionary, Second College Edition, Houghton Mifflin Co. (Boston, 1991), p. 1035. 

rectangle or oblong, n. A parallelogram with four right angles. An equilateral rectangle 
is a SQUARE. 

The HarperCollins Dictionary of Mathematics, E. J. Borowski and J. M. Borwcin, (HarperResource, 1991), p. 494. 

Hence, even assuming arguendo that the teaching of the "different ranges" in the 
specification fails to teach that the top/bottom borders have a different dimension than the 
left/right borders, the rejection of claims 1-21 under 35 USC § 1 12, first paragraph cannot be 
sustained because, as explained in the prior Submission, the specification plainly teaches items 
(a)-(c) at least in connection with the cube corner elements of FIG. 9, thus it plainly teaches 
"rectangular cube corner elements". Withdrawal of the rejection under 35 USC § 1 12, first 
paragraph is respectfully requested. 

Anticipation 

The Office Action also rejected claims 1-22 as anticipated (under 35 USC § 102(e)) by 
*214 Heenan et al. These claims, however, were copied either identically or substantially from 
the '214 Heenan et al. reference. Upon the resolution of the 35 USC § 1 12 first paragraph 
rejection discussed above, Applicant intends to submit an appropriate showing pursuant to 37 
CFR § 41 .202 so that an interference can be declared. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant submits that the pending claims 1-22 conform to the written description 
requirement of 35 USC § 1 12, first paragraph, and that the rejection should be withdrawn. 

If the Examiner should have any further questions or comments relating to the foregoing, 
which questions or comments could be readily resolved or discussed in an interview setting, he is 
respectfully requested to consider contacting the undersigned to arrange such an interview so that 
the prosecution of the present application can be timely advanced. 

No fee is believed to be due by submission of this paper. If this belief is in error, please 
charge any required fee to Deposit Account No. 1 3-3723. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date 



By: 



Stephen C. JenicW, Reg. No.: 35,207 
Telephone No.: (65 1) 736-3369 



Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 651-736-3833 



Attachment: copies of dictionary definitions of "rectangle" 
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